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brought out by Agastya by comparing Kama to a serpent.

On the day of the exhibition of skills in archery by the royal
princes Kama suddenly appears on the scene. He has learnt the
skill in archery under Para^urama and here Agastya says that Kama
"who has seen the end of the science of archery." enters like a
lion."90 This description befits the heroism and skill of Kama in
archery.

It is an occasion for exhibition of skills and Kama too exhibits
his skill in archery uninterrupted, and here Agastya says that he
excells Arjuna by performing all the skills exhibited by Arjuna in a
higher degree.91 It is not an occasion for fighting, but envy in him
towards Arjuna provokes him to challenge the latter to a duel. This
is quite unwarranted. Wittingly or unwittingly he nourishes ene"
mity towards Arjuna, and Duryodhana, who entertains intentional
hatred and enemity towards the Pandavas, finds Kama a match
and a superior rival to Arjuna. So when the preceptors raise some
technical objections simply in order to prevent Kama's duel with
Arjuna, Duryodhana immediately offers the kingdom of Anga to
Kama. Thus Kama receives the benefit on account of his enemity
towards Arjuna, and nourishes the same ill will till the end, of-
course, to his utter ruin. In the same context the Epic says that
Kama equals Arjuna but here Agastya says that he excels Arjuna.
This suggests the superior heroism of Kama.

According to the epic during the course of Svayamvara, Drau"
padi announces that she will not marry a 'Szita' - a charioteer
- and thus starts the ill will in Kama towards her. But in this
Kavya, Kama goes to the bow and tries to hit at the target 'Mat-
sya' but fails. He misses the target only by a hair's breadth. His
excellence at the time of the exhibition of the martial arts of the
royal princes is nullified here. This alteration effected by Agastya
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